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NAVSYS received the Tibbetts Award has pro-
vided crucial support to our military operations 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

I am proud to represent such an accom-
plished business and hope that this achieve-
ment by NAVSYS inspires other businesses in 
my district. Today, I offer my congratulations 
to NAVSYS and all those who worked so dili-
gently on the Talon NAMATH Program. It is 
innovations by companies like this that will 
keep our country secure. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO WENDY 
DARWELL 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 9, 2007 

Mr. HINCHEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to my longtime staff member 
and dear friend, Wendy Darwell as she pre-
pares to embark on the next adventure in her 
life. Wendy has served the people of New 
York’s 26th and now 22nd congressional dis-
trict with great distinction for the past 13 
years, holding several positions of responsi-
bility in my office, most importantly as my chief 
of staff. Wendy’s tenure in my office has been 
defined by a deep commitment to serving the 
people of New York and a dedication to the 
operation of our organization, working to en-
sure efficient and effective service to the resi-
dents of my congressional district and the 
people of our country. 

Wendy Darwell originally hailed from the Vil-
lage of Tivoli in Dutchess County, New York. 
She attended American University here in 
Washington and began working in my office 
as an intern while taking undergraduate 
courses in 1995. Wendy quickly established 
herself as an effective member of my staff and 
quickly worked her way through many posi-
tions in my office; first as a legislative cor-
respondent, then as a legislative assistant, 
press secretary and finally, for the past seven 
years, as my chief of staff. She is well-known 
for her grace under pressure, her leadership, 

and her professionalism and courtesy. Wendy 
has overseen many significant projects and 
initiatives that have benefited the country as a 
whole. But most importantly, she embraced 
every opportunity to improve the lives of the 
constituents I represent and did so with com-
passion and energy. I would not have been 
able to serve the people of the New York con-
gressional districts I have represented as ef-
fectively without the extraordinary leadership 
and skill contributed by Wendy Darwell. 

Madam Speaker, it is with a deep sense of 
gratitude that I rise today to thank Wendy 
Darwell for her many years of dedicated serv-
ice to me, to the people of New York’s 26th 
and 22nd congressional districts, and to this 
country. She leaves behind a long list of ac-
complishments and a staff and a congressman 
who will miss her deeply. I wish her well in her 
new endeavors and look forward to staying in 
close contact with her. 
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Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, today I am 
proud to recognize the Most Reverend Curtis 
John Guillory, Bishop of the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Beaumont. Bishop Guillory was 
born in Mallet, Louisiana to a family of cotton 
sharecroppers as the oldest of sixteen chil-
dren. 

He graduated from St. Augustine Seminary 
in 1964 and was ordained to priesthood in 
1972. He holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree and 
two Master’s Degrees, one in Divinity and one 
in Christian Spirituality. He was ordained as 
auxiliary Bishop in 1988, and installed as the 
fifth Bishop of Beaumont in July of 2000. He 
is the first African-American to be Bishop of 
Beaumont, and the first African-American ordi-
nary (Bishop with full jurisdiction) of any Dio-
cese in Texas. 

His first assignment was to St. Augustine 
Parish in New Orleans, Louisiana, which was 

the home parish of Mr. Plessy of Plessy vs. 
Ferguson—the case that decided, ‘‘separate 
but equal’’ was constitutional (later overturned 
by Brown vs. Board of Education). 

The Bishop’s Episcopal motto is Romans 
8:28, which says, ‘‘For those who love God, all 
things work together for good.’’ His hobbies in-
clude reading, exercising, and traveling; the 
latter two came in handy when he carried the 
Olympic torch in 1996, as it traveled across 
the country! 

As the Vicar of Christ in the Diocese of 
Beaumont, which includes St. Anthony Cathe-
dral, one of only four Minor Basilicas in Texas, 
the Bishop carries out his threefold ministry as 
teacher of doctrine, a priest of sacred worship, 
and a minister of governance. 

Bishop Guillory is known for his frequent 
visits to parishes and schools. He gives his 
time freely throughout the community and 
across the country, and has served on a host 
of boards, including the USCCB African Amer-
ican Catholics in Washington, DC; Julie Rog-
ers Gift of Life Program in Beaumont, TX; 
IEA—Inspire, Encourage, Achieve; NCCB 
Committee on World Missions, Washington, 
DC; Apostleship of the Sea USA in Wash-
ington, DC; Gulf Coast Epilepsy Association; 
Houston Area Urban League; Housing Oppor-
tunities, Inc.; Downtown Houston YMCA; Men-
tal Health Association of Greater Houston; 
Child Advocates, Inc. 

He was also a 2006 recipient of the St. Eliz-
abeth Ann Seton Award for Catholic Edu-
cation, from the National Catholic Educational 
Association for the successes of the Catholic 
schools in the Diocese of Beaumont. This 
honor is awarded to those whose personal or 
professional philanthropy of volunteer service 
has impacted Catholic education in the U.S., 
and our country’s youth in general. 

I am proud to recognize the Most Reverend 
Bishop Curtis Guillory for his distinguished 
ministry and service. He has helped make our 
world a better place to live, and I applaud his 
unwavering compassion dedication to the 
community and all of humanity. 

That’s just the way it is. 
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